


Jews and Quakers: on the 
Borders of Acceptability 
Conference held at the University of 
Sussex, 14 December 2017

This event was conceived as an interdisciplinary one-day 
conference, to enable Jewish and Quaker experience to be 
comparatively explored. There was considerable interest in 
the conference and over 50 people attended. Of the two 
communities, there were representatives of ‘Quakers with 
Jewish Connections’ (QWJC) and representatives of Jewish 
community organisations as well as individual Quakers and 
Jews with a particular or personal interest. 

The first paper of the day tackled relations between some 
Quakers and some sections of the Jewish communities. Dr 
Tony Stoller, Visiting Professor in Media and Communications 
at Bournemouth University identified a change in relations 
following an era of ‘super-equivalence’ in Jewish-Quaker 
relations that reached a highpoint during and immediately 
after the Second World War, when British Quakers 
distinguished themselves in humanitarian work in Germany, 
assisting refugees. He suggested this high-point was 
superseded by a decline, exacerbated by contemporary 
attitudes within British Quakerism to the Israeli government’s 
policies towards Palestinians, and by what he identified as a 
shift to the political left within Quakerism. Quakers, critical 
of Israel’s policies faced a defensive posture in the Jewish 
diaspora, producing mutual mistrust and antagonism that 
was reflected in letters in the journals and newspapers of 
each community. Perhaps unavoidably, elements of this 
conflict found expression at the conference and there were 
certainly some moments of painful tension during the day, 
over questions of antisemitism, and anti-Israeli sentiment. 

The diversity of Jewish experience was reflected in the 
second panel. Dr Anne Kershen of Queen Mary University 
London described the origins of Reform Judaism in the UK. 
Her paper was paired with that of Esther Solomon, doctoral 
candidate from Bar Ilan University, who by internet link from 
Jerusalem spoke on Rabbi Dessler, a key figure in Orthodox 
Haredi Judaism. 

Professor Emeritus of Modern Jewish History, at the 
University of Michigan, Todd M. Endelman, illustrated 
in his keynote address how comparisons within Jewish 
history proved that the reduction of Jewish experience to 
one paradigmatic example is misguided. Despite this, he 
suggested that making a broad comparison with an ‘external’ 
group such as Quakers offered insights. Taking the period 
from the 18th to early 20th centuries in Britain, Professor 
Endelman singled out three aspects for comparison: the 
separation of Jews and Quakers from wider communities; 
their methods of achieving social mobility and prosperity, and 
how, over time, their respective distinctiveness declined as 
assimilation increased. 

In concluding remarks, Professor Dandelion of Birmingham 



The National Jewish Book Award 

David Jünger and his first 
impressions of Sussex 

David, who is to be congratulated on being appointed Deputy Director of the 
Centre for German-Jewish Studies as well as DAAD lecturer in History, writes as 
follows:

‘Coming from Washington D.C., where I spent a few months as a visiting fellow at 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, to Brighton in early September 
2017, I made a surprising discovery: things here are lovely, not amazing. After 
my first weeks, I realised that this is not just a linguistic idiosyncrasy, but an 
appropriate description: indeed, lovely it is.

Growing up in Leipzig in the 1980s and 1990s, I studied history and philosophy 
at Leipzig University. Between 2007 and 2012 I completed my PhD at the Simon 
Dubnow Institute for Jewish History and Culture with a work on German Jewry 
and the planning of emigration, published in 2016. From 2012 to 2017 I was 
a research fellow at the Free University Berlin and the Centre for Jewish Studies 
Berlin-Brandenburg. During this tenure, I also spent several months with various 
fellowships in Washington D.C., Jerusalem, New York City and Cincinnati. 

My research interests are in Modern European, German-Jewish and American-
Jewish history. Currently I am working on my second book about the life and 
times of the German-born American Rabbi Joachim Prinz (1902–1988) and his 
collaboration with Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement. Prinz 
was one of the most prominent personages of German Jewry in the inter-war 
period and after his emigration in 1937 one of the most important and influential 
representatives of American Jewry from the 1940s to the 1970s. His own 
experience of Nazi oppression and the lessons from the Holocaust, Prinz declared, 
were the primary reasons for his political activism in post-Holocaust America, 
especially regarding civil rights for the African-American community. 



Friend of the Centre recovers family painting

In June 2017, the City of Hanover and 
the Sprengel Museum restituted the 
watercolour painting Marschlandschaft 
mit rotem Windrad (Marsh landscape 
with red windmill) by the noted 
expressionist painter Karl Schmidt-
Rottluff, to the descendants of Max 
Rüdenberg, who live in France, the 
U.S.A and Great Britain.


