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Drawing	on	theoretical	resources	and	reflecting	on	the	diverse	experiences	of	those	engaged	
in	rights	advocacy	for	sexuality	and	gen
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of	those	for	whom	state-of-the-art	rights—such	as	those	constitutionally	enshrined	in	South	
Africa—have	remained	a	common	but	abstract	refrain	at	the	sole	disposal	of	an	elitist,	self-
proclaimed	civil	society.	
	
On	 this	 view,	 and	 drawing	 from	 the	 example	 of	 HIV/AIDS	 activism	 (among	 others),	 ‘after	
rights’	 is	 parsed	 as	 an	 era-
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justice	across	South	Asia,	this	paper	seeks	to	centre	these	questions	in	order	to	re-imagine	
political	futures	‘after	rights’.	
	
(30	minute	Break)	
	
PANEL	B:	Human	Rights	Experimentalism,	Protest	and	the	City	
15.30-17.30	UK	Time	
	
Chair:	Bal	Sokhi-Bulley	|	
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SPR	2022	
WORKSHOP	3:	Rights,	Temporality	and	Place	

Wed.	19	Jan	2022	17.00-21.30	UK	Time	
	
04.00	
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illuminate	 the	 disorienting	 and	 thus	 potentially	 t
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and	reparation	call	on	us		to	think	a	future	of	after	rights,	where	a	future	human	rights	hangs	
in	the	balance.	After-rights	requires	not	only	a	decentring	of	the	sovereign	subject	of	rights	
as	Man	and	a	centring	of	post-sovereign	subjectivities;	but	also	probing	how	rights	might	be	
enacted	sociopoetically	as	Relation	(Glissant),	itself	resulting	from	the	material	histories	and	
legacies	of	enslavement	and	colonisation.	
	
	
	“After”	the	Haitian	Revolution:	A	recursive	analysis	of	the	concept	of	liberation	
Taylor	Borowetz,	SOAS	University	of	London	
	
This	inquiry	will	explore	the	political	and	symbolic	potentiality	of	liberation	beyond	rights	by	
proposing	a	recursive-
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anti-colonial	 mobilisations.	 Reading	 the	 aims	 of	 BDS	 along	 with	 abolitionist	 thought,	 anti-
normalisation	of	relations	with	Israel	carries	out	the	anti-imperialist	work	that	resonated	in	
different	social	mobilisations,	like	the	2011	uprisings	in	African	and	Asian	countries.	Through	
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will	explore	how	Muholi’s	practice	also	invites	something	of	the	precariousness	of	an	ethics	
of	being-in-common-without-identity	via	the	pluralities	of	affective	experience.	

Drawing	on	Fiona	Jenkins’	insights,	I	go	on	to	explore	the	collective	and	ethical	potential	of	
an	aesthetics	of	encounter	in	art	that	does	not	make	claims	to	solidarity	or	identity.	I	do	so	
through	a	consideration	of	the	pluralising	and	self-disaggregating	grammars	of	my	painting	
practice.	In	so	doing,	I	will	explore	how	this	painting	practice	invests	in	both	the	vulnerability	
of	 being	 human	 and	 of	 the	 non-human	 landscape,	 whilst	 simultaneously	 offering	 a	
deconstructive	 critique	 of	 the	 phallogocentric	 and	 territorialising	 legacies	 of	 the	 western	
tradition	 of	 landscape	 painting	 -	 to	 invite	 a	 life-force	 ethics	 of	 being-in-common-without-
identity	that	pulses,	generatively,	before,	beside	and	beyond	rights	and	the	law.	

	
	
	
	


