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should endeavour to ensure that researchers are treated as profes-
sionals and as an integral part of the institutions in which they work.

(10) Even though Member States have made considerable efforts to over-
come administrative and legal obstacles to geographical and inter-
sectoral mobility, many of these obstacles still remain.

(11) All forms of mobility should be encouraged as part of a comprehen-
sive human resource policy in R&D at national, regional and institu-
tional level.

(12) The value of all forms of mobility needs to be fully recognised in the
career appraisal and career advancement systems for researchers,
thus guaranteeing that such an experience is conducive to their pro-
fessional development. 

(13) The development of a consistent career and mobility policy for
researchers to 5 and from the European Union should be considered
with regard to the situation in developing countries and regions within
and outside Europe, so that building research capacities within the
European Union does not occur at the expense of less developed
countries or regions.

(14) Funders or employers of researchers in their role as recruiters should
be responsible for providing researchers with open, transparent and
internationally comparable selection and recruitment procedures.

(15) Society should appreciate more fully the responsibilities and the pro-
fessionalism that researchers demonstrate in executing their work at
different stages of their careers and in their multi-faceted role as
knowledge workers, leaders, project coordinators, managers, super-
visors, mentors, career advisors or science communicators.

5 COM(2004) 178 final of 16.3.2004.
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of their lives, change jobs or interrupt their careers do not unduly suf-
fer a loss of social security rights.

8. That Member States put in place the necessary monitoring structures
to review this Recommendation regularly, as well as to measure the
extent to which employers, funders and researchers have applied the
European Charter for Researchers and the Code of Conduct for the
Recruitment of Researchers.

9. That the criteria for measuring this will be established and agreed
with the Member States within the context of the work undertaken by
the Steering Group on Human Resources and Mobility.

10. That Member States in their role as representatives in the interna-
tional organisations established at intergovernmental level take due
account of this Recommendation when proposing strategies and tak-
ing decisions concerning the activities of those organisations.

11. This Recommendation is addressed to the Member States but it is
also intended as an instrument to encourage social dialogue, as well
as dialogue among researchers, stakeholders and society at large.

12. The Member States are invited to inform the Commission, as far as
possible, by 15th December 2005 and annually thereafter of any
measures they have taken further to this Recommendation, and to
inform it of the first results of its application as well as to provide
examples of good practice.

13. This Recommendation will be reviewed periodically by the Commis-
sion in the context of the Open Method of Coordination.

Done at Brussels, 11 March 2005

For the Commission
Janez Potočnik

Member of the Commission
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The European Charter for Researchers is a set of general principles and
requirements which specifies the roles, responsibilities and entitlements
of researchers as well as of employers and/or funders of researchers 6.
The aim of the Charter is to ensure that the nature of the relationship
between researchers and employers or funders is conducive to successful
performance in generating, transferring, sharing and disseminating
knowledge and technological development, and to the career develop-
ment of researchers. The Charter also recognizes the value of all forms of
mobility as a means for enhancing the professional development of
researchers.

In this sense, the Charter constitutes a framework for researchers, employers
and funders which invites them to act responsibly and as professionals
within their working environment, and to recognise each other as such.

The Charter addresses all researchers in the European Union at all stages
of their career and covers all fields of research in the public and private
sectors, irrespective of the nature of the appointment or employment 7, the
legal status of their employer or the type of organisation or establishment
in which the work is carried out. It takes into account the multiple roles of
researchers, who are appointed not only to conduct research and/or to
carry out development activities but are also involved in supervision, men-
toring, management or administrative tasks.

ANNEX
Section 1
The European Charter for Researchers

6 See definition in Section 3.
7 See definition in Section 3.
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This Charter takes as its premise that researchers as well as employers
and/or funders of researchers have an overriding obligation to ensure that
they meet the requirements of the respective national or regional legisla-
tion. Where researchers enjoy a status and rights which are, in certain
respects, more favourable than those provided for in this Charter, its terms
should not be invoked to diminish the status and rights already acquired.

Researchers, as well as employers and funders, who adhere to this Char-
ter will also be respecting the fundamental rights and observe the prin-
ciples recognised by the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union 8.

8 Official Journal C 364, 18.12.2000 p. 0001-0022.
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Section 2
The Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers
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The European Commission has adopted the European Charter forResearchers and a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of

Researchers. These two documents are key elements in the EUÕs

p o l i c y  t o  m a k e  r e s e a r c h  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  c a r e e r ,  w h i c h  i s  a  v i t a l

feature of its strategy to stimulate economic and employment

growth. The Charter and Code of Conduct will give individual

researchers the same rights and obligations wherever they may

work throughout the EU. This should help counter the fact that

research careers in Europe are fragmented at local, regional,

national or sectoral level, and allow Europe to make the most of

its scientific potential.


